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A REPORT 


on inner trends and forecasts of significant developments, dedicated to the preservation of the American way and a free democratic economy by 
the revival and extension of Christian sharing and the prevention of war by the revelation and correction of the causes of war. 


WE BELIEVE that Christ’s 


teachings are the measurement of truth; that in Christian progress society will move forward constructively and naturally, thus avoiding the curse of violent 


changes as represented by the evils of communism. 

promotes closer 

sions or security out = production and other forms of applied Christian sharing. 
e 


vitalized Christian capitalisin that 


when authoritative evic 


means to set our country right. WE HOLD this to be the highest service to patriotism and to God. 


WE ARE CONVINCED that the American answer for both communism and democratic socialism is a re- 
management-worker cooperation, greater worker participation in ownership, profit-sharing, systems of pen- 
WE STAND for our country, right or wrong, rejoicing when it is right, but 

nee indicates 33 country is being influenced into the wrong, we believe that the greatest patriotism will be to seek through democratic 





Art Leads Revolt 


The most deadly failure of com- 
munism doesn’t make a screaming 
headline, — it is the blight on the 
creative arts and sciences, which 
reflect the real health of a nation. 
In November we reported on the 
underground movement of the sci- 
entists and intellectuals in Russia 
who, in their thirst for new know- 
ledge and desperation for contact 
with like minds outside the iron 
curtain, were risking their lives not 
only to maintain such contacts but 
to use the knowledge gained as the 
means of weakening and someday 
over-throwing the tyranny that op- 
presses them. In the past Russia 
has had great art — their painters, 
musicians, novelists, dramatists, 
composers were among the world’s 
greatest. With only a few excep- 
tions today, Russian art and liter- 
ature has been stiffled by the op- 
pressive restrictions of the Com- 
munist political orthodoxy. Most 
of the painting, poetry, music and 
drama is being funnelled through 
the sterile, drab impoverishment 
of the Communist political thesis. 

In a recent book, “Taming of 
the Arts” (Dutton, $3.50) by Juri 
Jelagin, a former prominent mu- 
sician who for ten years was a top 
performer in Moscow, there is a 
vivid description of the Russians’ 
natural love and devotion to the 
arts which survived vigorously dur- 
ing the early years of the Revolu- 
tion. Skilled performers in all the 
arts were paid well, had the best 
apartments and many privileges. 
They were a clan apart, and when 
the creative temperamental minds 
did not follow the party line, they 
were regarded with indulgence by 
the politbureau. Then, slowly, 
the Kremlin began to acquire ex- 
alted wisdom. An_ uncultured 
Tartar (Stalin) began to act as the 
supreme judge of what was fine, 
beautiful and creative in the Rus- 


sian artistic expression. 
(continued first col., THIRD page) 





A’ OBSERVER at the UN says that effective cooperation between 
the non-Communist nations is difficult because of the arrogant, 
always-right attitude which characterizes American opinions. It is 
generally felt that the U.S. also makes mistakes sometimes, that the 
U.S. gives the Russian and Chinese people as much cause to fear us 
as they have given us to fear them. “Forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us”, — this written at the head of 
every international agreement would work miracles. 


X-Ray and Forecast 


HE BACKGROUND OF THE CURRENT HYSTERIA and fears 

of a Russian attack on this nation or on this hemisphere we ana- 
lvsed in our issue, pointing out that there is no evidence that such 
an attack is in the offing or to be expected soon. 

We would re-emphasize our conclusion in that report that the 
real danger of war is in a move by some of the satellite armies of East- 
ern Europe against Yugoslavia or, if we should undertake to re-arm 
Western Germany, a Communist-led armed civil strife in Germany, — 
as occurred in Korea last June. The Russian fear of a re-armed Ger- 
many is realistic, based on memory of 12 million Russian dead and 
8000 cities, towns and villages destroyed by Nazi invasion. 

The real question being debated behind closed doors now is 
whether the U.S. should jump in to “save” Yugoslavia or Germany. 
The propaganda technique of the American military extremists ap- 
parently is to frighten the American people with the possibility of a 
Russian attack on this country so public support can be built up for our 
jumping in to save Yugoslavia or Germany as our first line of defens<s. 
American forces would likely atom-bomb Russian cities promptly as 
an early part of our intervention — with Russian retaliation to be ex- 
pected. In this way there well could be war with Russia soon. But the 
acts of war so contemplated will be carried out by us close to the 
Soviet frontier and not by Russia in this hemisphere. Is that the wish 
of the American people? Will they be given the chance to choose? 

The Hoover thesis is that such action will place our manpower 
where the land-bound Russian armed forces can operate against us at 
their best, just as we have so served the plans of Moscow by moving 
our armies within range of the Communist guns in Korea. Our mili- 
tary reply is that we choose to fight them there so they cannot attack 
our shores. But China has no navy, and, as we noted in our last issue, 
Russia cannot mount an attack against our hemisphere. 


ILL WE EVER LEARN? No matter how or where the costly 
see-saw battles in central Korea end, remember how India’s 
Nehru warned the white armies of the U.S.-UN not to go above the 
38th parallel? The rest of the world continues amazed, puzzled and 
worried over America’s lack of grasp of the Asian situation and the 
continued denunciation in much of our press and radio of Nehru 
and all others who have urged caution. Our western European allies 
are especially concerned, as their press reveals, for with their wider 
experience in colonial Asia they realize that Nehru, — a man of color, 
— knew what he was talking about when he cautioned that to drive 
our bayonets up towards China’s border would unloose an avalanche. 
MILITARY ACTION to check Communist expansion in Ko- 
(continued on NEXT page) 


Military Failures 

In our report on the drive to 
fasten a Universal Military Train- 
ing law on the country. we pointed 
out the fallacy and deception in 
the principal arguments being 
used to promote the law. We 
pointed to the most important fact 
that the program which proposes 
to systematically pour millions of 
American youth into this war 
machine will NOT TOUCH those 
evils and short comings that most 
disastrously weaken our defense; 
that these weaknesses are in our 
systems of command and that our 
military leadership, in urging 
UMT to correct our weaknesses, © 
is only enlarging upon and further 
perpetuating the very failures for 
which they are responsible. 

At the same time, a long article 
appeared in Look Magazine for 
Feb. 13 on the failure of our mili- 
tary leadership, an article written 
by qualified military authorities. 
This article did not make an issue 
of UMT, but it abundantly sup- 
ported our report drawn from our 
own sources. In discussing the 
obvious failures of our military 
strategy and planning, which re- 
sulted in the heart-rending see- 
saw battle of Korea, — failures at 
the top that had to be paid for by 
the young foot soldier at the bot- 
tom, — the writers asked, “How 
could all this have happened?” 

Here are some astounding facts 
they marshall: in the last four 
years we have spent 48 billion dol- 
lars preparing for such an emer- 
gency. We have had complete 
domination of air and sea in Ko- 
rea and incomparable superiority 
in fire-power and military equip- 
ment which should have more than 
balanced our inferiority in num- 
bers. And all this can’t be ex- 
plained away by pointing to the 
serious errors of the Pentagon and 
the generals. For the mistakes 


evolved from a point of view, an 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 








Military Failures 
(continued ) 

attitude, which the Look article 
calls “a disease that festers to a 
greater or lesser degree in all 
armies and has deeply infected our 
own armed services. The disease 
can be called ‘military-mindedness’. 
It is a kind of creeping paralysis 
that tends to make an army bu- 
reaucratic, inefficient, hidebound 
and introverted.” 

This happens naturally because 
the generals won’t take criticism 

- until it’s too late. The authors 
then cite the loss of life which was 
experienced in World War II due 
to inadequate planning and _fail- 
ures of strategy, — simply obvious 
oversights that were inexcusable, 
mistakes being repeated daily in 
Korea. Yet Look points out that 
none of the officers responsible for 
the unnecessary casualties in 
World War II has been court-mar- 
tialed, — in fact many of them 
were decorated. It appears that 

the same thing will happen to 
those responsible for the needless 
losses in Korea, for the military 
caste is vindictive toward honest 
criticism, often trying to get pub- 
lishers to fire writers who report 
errors or changes (that 
may later be adopted). 

But generals and admirals are 
alergic to new ideas. Remember 
that our airmen snubbed Britain’s 
power-driven, multi-gun plane tur- 
rets until after Pearl Harbor when 
we had to use them to save our 
Liberators and Flying Forts from 
enemy fighters. By then, we had 
to fit them with makeshift turrets, 
seriously cutting speed, range and 
bomb load since they weren’t part 
of the original design. 

And as the world’s most highly 
skilled industrial nation, we allow- 
ed ourselves to suffer from 20 
vears of inferior tank designing. 
The Look authors tell of our con- 
tinuous tardiness in keeping up 
with the other nations in improv- 
ed tank armor and fire power. 

Except for the atom bomb, 
which was conceived by civilians, 
the Look article reminds _ that 
“every major concept of war we 
use has been tardily borrowed 
from foreign originators.” When 
our own Ordnance Department 
shyed from the tank designs by the 
American engineer, Walter Chris- 
tie, the Russians quickly accepted 

them. And the man who intro- 
duced the American Army to the 
bazooka shell in °41 served for 
three years thereafter as a private 
at Aberdeen Proving Ground. 

An able British military expert 
called American forces in England 
“amazingly naive and_ militarily 
uneducated . . . If German gener- 
als are on the undergraduate level 


and British generals on the school- 
(continued third col., THIS page) 
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X-HRay and Foreeast (continued) 

rea was comprehensible to all (although our military had already de- 
cided South Korea could not be defended). But when armies, chiefly 
U.S. and British troops, —- so symbolic of the old and hated white su- 
premacy, — began stabbing north at China’s frontier, it was like a knife 
ripping at an old wound. As we have noted before. the Chinese Com- 
munists rose to power largely on the issue of ending white domination 
and Mao Tse-tung dared not, for practical political reasons, let the white 
armies dominate his frontier. 

WHAT A TRAGEDY that, after our brave, hard-pressed armies 
had in turn been pushed back below the 38th parallel, our chiefs still 
couldn’t grasp the attitude and determination of the Chinese leadership 
whose massive human resources made the issue imperative for us, and 
our generals had to attempt to repeat the mistake over again. When 
the Chinese had pushed us to a tactically sound distance below the 38th 
parallel in late January, they took the pressure off, expecting that we 
would understand. In a typical oriental manner, the Chinese generals 
left our generals room to save face. But our chiefs thought this was 
a sign of weakness; we had to try it all over again! 

The fact that the Chinese lines of supplies cannot be extended 
too far from their own borders without havoc from our airpower pro- 
vides the major military aspect of the situation. But the mistakes the 
politico-military war leaders repeatedly make is the failure to under- 
stand the emotional and spiritual factors that have far more bearing on 
the final outcome of a conflict that any element of military action. The 
world knows now that the war with Germany could have been won 
many months earlier through cooperation with the powerful anti-Hitler 
German underground, instead of through mass civilian bombing which 
only drove the German people back into the arms of the Nazis (See 
BTL, June 9, °47; also “Germany’s Underground” by Allen W. Dulles, 
publ. Macmillan), — that the war with Japan could have been ended 
without the slaughter of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 

As Churchill observed, “War is a catalog of blunders.” 

ATOM BOMB? Those who urge that we use the atom bomb 
in Asia are rendering invaluable aid to Moscow. The Soviet has made 
a great point of never threatening to use the atom bomb. All such 
threats unfortunately originate in Washington. The Soviet has filled 
the world with their proclamations and claims that they are “the sav- 
iours and protectors of the little people of the earth” and have pushed 
worldwide resolutions and “peace drives” to outlaw the atom bomb. 
These movements have unfortunately won much more worldwide re- 
sponse than the American people have been permitted to realize. 

Every time some one here speaks of using the A-bomb, the Com- 
munist propaganda machine makes the most of it. Americans forget, 
but the rest of the world never forgets, that if we start dropping atom 
bombs in China, or any place else, — for one Communist we will kill, 
we will kill several thousand innocent men, women and children who 
either hate and fear communism as much as we do, or else don’t know 
the difference between capitalism or communism, never having had any 
of either. Do YOU think that will win us allies or the moral and spir- 
itual leadership we need to thwart Communist expansionist plans? 


HAT HAS HAPPENED TO THE UN? When the Korean war 
began, because the majority of the nations were eager to stop 

the spread of communism, the UN backed the U.S. military action. 
The American armies in Korea were labelled the UN armies and some 
token forces arrived from other countries. Despite the Korean con- 
flict, the hour became pregnant with hope, for if we could go on from 
there to build a real UN international military police force we would 
be on the path to a world of law and order with enough authority to 
outweigh any maneuver by the Moscow tyrants. Our State Dept. 
quickly carried out the necessary structural transformation in the UN 
to free it from the veto by putting executive power in the hands of 
the General Assembly. But with the UN armies striking the 38th 
parallel, the brief period of close U.S.-UN cooperation was suddenly 
and sadly over. The 17 nations of color in the UN knew what was 
seething in Asia and could not permit themselves to be paced by the 
blind provincialism and nationalism that seized American leadership. 
The powerful industrial and financial groups who have all along fought 
the UN and whose voice is heard in important sections of the press 
(Scripps-Howard, Hearst, the McCormick Chicago Tribune and N. Y. 
News, etc.) moved in for the kill. The emphasis among Washington 
leaders switched from making the UN a potent international police 
power, which would have rendered Russia helpless to continue the Com- 
munist master scheme, to the building of the Atlantic Pact Military De- 
fense Alliance which stuck a knife again through the hope of the ‘UN's 
(continued on NEXT page) 


Military Failures 
(continued) 
boy level, American generals seem 


to be on the kindergarten level!” 
If that sounds harsh, Look points 
out that “no American military 
leader, in the 60 years since Ad- 
miral Alfred T. Mahan, produced 
a book as important as those of 
Liddell Hart of the British Army, 
Charles de Gaulle of the French 
Army and Heinz Guderian of the 
German Wehrmacht.” 


Military disciplines become 
straitjackets, charges this report, 
— “very dangerous straitjackets 


when they are so abused that a 
young officer is taken to task for 
writing an important military arti- 
cle outside his assigned sphere of 
duty, when a general can commit 
inexcusable blunders without fear 
of removal or serious criticism, 
when junior officers allow their 
battleship to run aground rather 
than risk their careers by inform- 
ing a domineering captain he is 
off-course, when an officer candi- 
date is told his answer to a tacti- 
cal problem, although better, is un- 
acceptable because it is not the 
‘approved solution’ prescribed by 
Army doctrine. All these things 
have occurred recently in our own 
armed forces.” 

The free enterprise system per- 
mits the best man quickly to come 
to the top. even if he’s young, 
— sometimes, because he is young. 
By contrast. our Army leadership 
depends largely on senioritv and 
rank. Yet the great generals of 
history were young at their peak, 
Alexander’s last great victory was 
won when he was 25; Hannibal 
defeated the armies of Rome when 
he was 31; Napoleon’s first great 
victories were won when he was 
26, Stonewall Jackson’s at 37. Top 
Soviet generals against Germany 
were in their thirties. 

Yet in our Army, since the Civil 
War, youth or genius has had little 
chance to get to the top. Seniority 
is a good enough way to promote 
postal employees, but the differ- 
ence between mediocrity and bril- 
liance in the Army is a much more 
vital factor. 

“With promotion semi-automat- 
ic, there has been no great incen- 
tive to improve one’s knowledge 
of the military art. The road to 
success is well described by these 
aphorisms, frequently heard in our 
armed forces, ‘Never stick your 
neck out’; ‘Never volunteer for 
anything’ ”. 

Original thinking or wider study 
among officers is upsetting to the 
rest of the group, and classes the 
offenders as trouble makers, “eager 
beavers” or screwballs. “The re- 
sulting atmosphere might almost 
be described as ‘anti-intellectual’, 
fitter for the Kremlin than the 


Pentagon, except that in the Red 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 


Military Failures 

(continued) 
Army, officers can win quicker 
promotion by writing ‘think’ 
pieces. Pavel Rotmistrov, a Red 
Army colonel who warned in a 
1940 article that Stalin’s idea of 
how to use tanks was wrong, was 
a marshal by 1944 and one of the 
world’s top tank generals. By con- 
trast, our armed forces have com- 
piled a notorious record for pun- 
ishing unorthodoxy and shunning 
brilliance.” 

This analysis is by two military 
authorities, Garrett Underhill who 
is recognized as a top expert on 
Russian military life, and Robert 
Schiller who served under Gen. 
Marshall and received a citation as 
an “expert consultant in technical 
military matters.” 

In the light of this analysis, we 
ask again is it not unjust and des- 
tructive to the future strength of 
America to disrupt the lives of all 
of American youth during their 
most urgently important years 
merely to widen and enlarge a 
great, inefficient, lumbering mass 
of land armies which has little to 
do with the real military defenses 
of America? An overwhelmingly 
great sea and air power we al- 
ready have and can maintain with- 
out any such disruption; a suffici- 
ently strong land force of extra- 
ordinary high scientific mobility 
and fire power we can also build 
and maintain by making an army 
career attractive, —- which is as 
it should be with so much techni- 
cal skill required but without any 
such un-American system being 
foisted upon our people as is rep- 
resented by UMT. Then an ade- 
quate system of training for “Civ- 
ilian soldiers” could always be in 
readiness as in the past. based on 
the fact that America’s greatness 
in war has not been due to mili- 
tarism but to the native, natural 
init‘ative of our “citizen soldiers” 
who have been kept free of the 
stifling regimentation so clearly re- 
flected in the above facts. 





Art Leads Revolt 
(continued) 

But underneath the present po- 
litical enslavement of Russian art 
is the seething cauldron of creative 
energy which has always charac- 
terized the Russian intellect. Since 
most revolts that have over-thrown 
tyrants germinate in the creative 
minds, there is real hope that 
here’s where the lid will be blown 
off first, — if war can be avoided. 
Indications are that the Russian 
people are becoming increasingly 
devoted to their great giants of the 
past, Tschaikovsky, Rimski 
Korsakov, Repin, Dostoevski and 
other great Russian giants of art, 
a revival indicative of the deepen- 
ing discontent. 
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X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


securing effective power to enforce the peace. 

AMERICAN PEOPLE BETRAYED: In this turn of affairs, 
we were betrayed, for the large majority of the American people also 
looked with wistful hopefulness to the speedy development of the UN 
international armed police power. In a Gallup poll finding last fall, 
83 per cent of the American people expressed the earnest hope that a 
UN police power be created with full American cooperation. (Among edu- 
cated groups the vote was almost 95 per cent!) If the action in Korea 
signified such a hopeful beginning, we would not be merely hurling our 
American boys into Korea in some indefinable quarrel between the 
U.S. and oriental peoples of whom we knew little, — rather they would 
become a part of the first great body of world law enforcement, the 
cause worthy of sacrifice. But that hope has been scuttled. 


SIDE FROM MILITARY LEVELS, there is an area of action de- 

veloping in our struggle with communism which offers tremen- 
dous hope. Few of us realize that the most vital point of conflict be- 
tween the forces of capitalist democracy and Marxism is in the Com- 
munist appeal to the “masses of exploited and propertyless workers and 
landless peasants, languishing under the heel of the capitalist tyranny” 
whom the Communists “seek to deliver and enlist in the cause of the 
Great Proletarian Revolution.” (From the Thesis proclaimed by the 
Communist International at the Second World Congress). 

OUR GREATEST WEAPON, far beyond the atom bomb or 
the B-36, is that the American workers are not exploited propertyless 
proletarians, — our farmers not great hordes of landless peasants. 

While there are many Americans who do not own their homes, 
only a marginal factor in our population represent the kind of life the 
Communists depict. The majority of our workers and farmers have a 
standard of living with an average of property ownership that would 
jolt the average Russian Commissar right out of his Lenin doctrinaire. 

The most explosive weapon we have is right in those two sen- 
tences. Our trouble so far has been the inability to use such a weapon! 
Talk to a congressman about it and he looks at you vaguely, seems to 
catch a glimmer of truth, then remembers the pressures from other 
interests associated with the huge military expenditures that keep con- 
gressmen pinned down. The State Dept. has little chance to choose, 
must simply use those instrumentalities handed to it. 


Now this has been the situation, without much prospect of 
(continued on NEXT page) 


Land, Oil, Communism 


The Shah of Iran is working out 
a plan whereby his peasants, — 
250,000 of whom inhabit his vast 
estates comprising over 1,000 farm 
villages, — may buy the land they 
till. This is the best news of vic- 
tory in the struggle to contain 
communism that has come in a 
long time. Like all areas under 
the threat of communism. Iran is 
largely impoverished and oppress- 
ed by the landlord rule of a small 
aristocracy. Already the action of 
the Shah has brought a rumble of 
complaint from the landed aris- 
tocracies of Italy, Spain, Austria 
and other regions where American 
tax money has been spent so pro- 
fusely to save “capitalism and de- 
mocracy,.” — but where little de- 
mocracy exists and where “capi- 
talism” is but a small pattern for 
the maintenance of great wealth in 
the midst of widespread poverty. 

Even the American and British 
oil corporations are disturbed by 
the Shah’s action. While these 
companies have boasted of their 
efforts to bring modern democrat- 
ic benefits to the Near East by 
providing good roads, better hous- 
ing, hospitals and schools for the 
immediate areas around _ their 
holdings, American pumps are 
meanwhile taking the Near East 
oil out of the ground as fast as 
possible. It is openly admitted 
in oil circles that they are trying to 
use this oil up before the Russians 
get it and while the oil deposits in 
our West are held in reserve. But 
in the meantime the people of Iran 
and the Near East have received 
little from the exploitation of their 
national resources. 

The American corporations 
have had all their dealings with 
the Shah and the small groups of 
aristocrats around him. It won’t 
be so simple when the Shah’s new 
land reforms give several hun- 
dred thousand small farmers a 
right to decide who gets paid for 
the oil and how much. A _ few 
millions in royalty payments to a 
few aristocrats, with a half dozen 
specially built $25,000 motor cars 
thrown in, won’t turn the trick 
now. The peasants may even get 
the troublesome idea that the oil 
really belongs to the people of 
Iran instead of being the sole pos- 
session of the few jaded old aristo- 
crats and American millionaires, 
— just as the Mexican peons and 
workers got that idea a few years 
ago. Also, business men in Greece, 
France, Austria, Sweden, Den- 
mark, etc., who ask why Ameri- 
can oil interests should monopo- 
lize the oil production of fields 
close to these European countries 
and thus to force European busi- 
ness men to pay tribute to Ameri- 


can corporations, may now sug- 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 





Land, Oil, Communism 


(continued) 
gest a new oil deal to the newly 


liberated peasant groups. You 
can depend upon it that the Tudeh 
(the Communist inspired peoples 
party of Iran) will do plenty of 
wire pulling along that line. 

In the light of the past history, 
American oil interests will likely 
bring pressure on Washington to 
use its influence to offset these 
“Communist” trends in order to 
bolster old oligarchies. This 
is sure to pave the way for the 
Russian Communists to take over 
the whole Near East oil kaboodle, 
not by the invasion of the Russian 
army necessarily but by the up- 
rising of the Tudeh underground 
which has been inspired and forti- 
fied as much by the blindness of 
American oi! interests as by the 
machinations of Moscow. 

The American people are very 
conscious of the great amount of 
money we pour out in world re- 
lief, but the rest of the world is 
exceedingly conscious of the vast 
amount of wealth we take out of 
many places far from our shores. 
This makes the Communist charge 
of American imperialism more 
damaging than we realize. 

What a miracle of transforma- 
tion would take place if American 
oil interests would take the lead in 
setting up a world organization 
under the UN for the administra- 
tion and control of such scarce 
and vital raw materials as oil, tin, 
rubber, iron bauxite. etc. 
Thus all nations that would coop- 
erate with the UN would have a 
fair opportunity to share in the 
development of such treasures, — 
which was promised by the Atlan- 
tic charter. No doubt such a body 
would honor the valiant pioneering 
of early American and British 
engineers in developing these re- 
sources, leaving in the hands of 
the present corporations a fair ap- 
portionment of holdings they have 
already developed. We say “no 
doubt” because the native Indo- 
nesian government, the Mexican 
and Venezuelan governments, 
when demanding a more just ap- 
portionment of their resources, 
were willing to recognize such 
claims and to continue to give 
major place to American invest- 
ments and technical leadership. 


ores, 


But such a move would do more 
to win the support of all non-Com- 
munist peoples than anything that 
has happened since the war and 
would devastate with one stroke 
the favorite Moscow propaganda 
line about American imperialism. 
But to even discuss such a move 
has become taboo for American 
delegates in the UN and to bring 
it up in Congress might well be a 
death sentence to a political ca- 

(continued third col., THIS page) 


X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


change, until the formation some months ago of the International Con- 
federation of Free Trade Unions (See BTL, Jan. 9, ’50) which has 
united 50 million workers of the democratic world in an anti-Commu- 
nist federation with a definite program to combat Communist infiltra- 
tion at the level where it makes its most vital approach. The Confed- 
eration, in which the CIO and AFL are united, has opened under- 
ground channels into worker groups behind the iron curtain in many 
countries. The workers of the western hemisphere were organized as 
a part of the ICFTU in a great gathering of workers in Mexico City 
recently (See N. Y. Times, Jan. 13, 14, 15). Battles were fought on the 
floor of that convention against Communists representing strong fac- 
tions in the labor groups from some of the impoverished Latin-Ameri- 
can countries where, due to low standards of living, communism flour- 
ishes. A great organizational meeting will be held in India this coming 
May to extend the activities of the ICFTU into Asia, and later this year 
a similar effort will be made in Africa. 

The ICFTU is planning and is already carrying out numerous 
activities that will have a powerful influence in the areas where Marx- 
ism and democracy are locked in a desperate struggle. They are se- 
curing inside information from the enslaved workers behind the iron 
curtain and are distributing leaflets describing the poverty and en- 
slavement of such workers in areas where the Reds are pushing their 
appeal. Likewise they are pouring upon Red dominated areas pamph- 
lets describing the more abundant life for the workers and farmers in 
democratic areas. From such contacts and activities are developed 
many other channels of direct action, — which are more deadly to the 
Communist plans than many armed divisions and more significant in 
the total picture than the battles in Korea. It was the ICFTU reports 
which stirred some action in Washington over the fact that the effective- 
ness of the Marshall plan as a barrier to communism was being greatly 
limited by the blind greed of industrial owners of Europe whose plants 
and mills had been restored by Marshall plan dollars. These owners 
were eagerly collecting their profits from their restored industries but 
were continuing to hold wages down, determinedly resisting all efforts 
to raise the dangerously low standards of living of the European work- 
er class, — and for the most part using every subterfuge to avoid pay- 
ing taxes and resisting tax reforms which were absolutely necessary if 
the European states were to reach a balanced economy. (See long AP 
survey of Jan. 20 which appeared in some large papers the week of Jan. 
21). Some action to force a correction of these conditions was started, 
— how effectively is not yet known. 


Yet, instead of welcoming and fully utilizing such a direct and 
vital force, the pressure has been strong to keep labor out of any key 
place in our organizations for defense. While Pres. Truman tries to 
hold his spot as a friend of labor, he also must hold down the resistance 
of business leadership to his Administration. So since business leaders 
are the most direct link with arms production and since the top brass 
in the armed services always play a close hand with top industrial lead- 
ers, no figure representing labor or the ICFTU has even been allowed 
to sit on those agencies that control and direct our dealings with Com- 
munist forces. But, as the ICFTU becomes more powerful abroad and 
more influential here, there is every reason to believe that increasing 
emphasis will be given to this constructive effective approach that so 
outranks the futility and insanity of war as a method of changing the 
direction of human thought. 





ELECTIVITY: No man can know everything, but the wise man 

tries to know the most important things. But to sift through 
a great outpouring of news and information requires selectivity, time, 
expense, effort, — and access to dependable sources with spiritual 
insight and courage. Between The Lines is organized to do this job 
for you, and by careful, skilled selectivity to keep you informed on 
significant developments. We do this briefly to save you time, — 
and for only $1.50 per year, — just 12% cents a month. Send 
Between The Lines to others, — many would be grateful for the 
introduction. 


A®® DON’T FORGET to order your copy of Charles A. Wells’ 
new book, The Great Alternative, — a compact, hope-filled 
but hard-hitting analysis of the major problems of our day. A hand- 
some, well-documented book with illustrations by the author, — 
the price is $2 postpaid. Order from Between The Lines Press, 
Box 269, Demarest, N. J. 











Land, Oil, Communism 
(continued) 
reer, — so tight are the lines drawn 
now. But since 1945, the U.S. 
has been rapidly losing the spirit- 
ual and moral leadership of the 
world, and we venture to forecast 
that the day will come when we 
may lose entirely these resources 
we have refused to share, — not 
through war with Russia necessar- 
ily but at the hands of awakened 
peoples who could yet be re-won 
to America’s leadership. 

Thomas Stokes in his Washing- 
ton column of Feb. 10, in refer- 
ring to the influence of oil inter- 
ests in Washington, tells of the 
highly financed, powerful oil lobby 
that controls many congressmen 
from the “oil states,’ — Texas, 
Oklahoma, etc. Oil has its way in 
Washington. “These are the facts 
of life about your ‘public serv- 
ants’”’, concludes this newsman. 


Gambler’s Bribe: Civic leaders 
constantly have to cope with 
gambling interests that try to buy 
favor and goodwill in communi- 
ties such as Las Vegas, Reno, Mi- 
ami, and other resort centers, by 
contributing to “worthy” causes. 
The Senate Crime Investigating 
Committee recently uncovered the 
fact that gambling goons offered 
a pastor of a Methodist Church 
$30,000 to build a Sunday School 
building if he would use his in- 
fluence to secure the withdrawal 
of legal action brought by the pas- 
tor and other community leaders 
against a gambling house estab- 
lished in New Orleans. The pas- 
tor told the Senate Committee he 
turned the offer down and raised 
$80,000 among his own people. 








Bikini: It has been nearly five 
years since the Bikini atom-bomb 
tests, but Navy officials report that 


the atoll is still radioactive. Al- 
though the radioactivity is report- 
ed as “mild”, nuclear scientists do 
not use the word “mild” in dis- 
cussing what effect any radioactive 
materials might have on human 
life and human organisms. What 
might be termed “mild” today 
might prove to have disastrous 
effects on the human body a gen- 
eration later. The fact that the 
Navy was forced to dispose of an 
aircraft carrier which had been 
a target at Bikini, and which was 
expected to have “cooled off” long 
ago, further enforces the fact that 
mankind is still dealing with the 
unknown. The United Press re- 
ports the carrier as still too radio- 
active to be used for scrap. Most 
such reports as the Bikini Navy 
data include enough facts to avoid 
the appearance of downright sup- 
pression of information of scien- 
tific value, but the news is so 
handled that public apprehension 
over atomic warfare will not be 
unduly increased. 








